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By LISA GETTER 
LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush has stockpiled
more than $64 million in
cash for his campaign, but
he must spend it by the time
he is nominated at the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion in six weeks, campaign
reports filed Tuesday show. 

However, Bush’s once-
huge cash advantage has
slowly evaporated, as pre-
sumptive Democratic nomi-
nee Sen. John Kerry raised
significantly more than the
president for the fourth
consecutive month. 

Kerry raised $36.5 mil-
lion in June, compared with
$13 million collected by
Bush. Much of Kerry’s
fund-raising success has
come through the Internet.
Kerry raised more in June
through his Web site,
$12.1 million, than the Bush
campaign has raised online
since it opened shop last
year. 

The Bush campaign has
collected $228 million so
far, a record for any presi-
dential candidate. But the
Massachusetts senator con-
tinued to break records as
well, raising $185 million as
of the end of June. More
than half of that money —
$99.2 million — was collect-
ed in the second quarter of
the year, the most raised by
any presidential candidate

in three months.
Both candidates have

said they will accept public
financing for the general
election, which means they
must stop collecting — and
spending — private dollars
once they are nominated.
Anything left over can be
contributed to their respec-
tive party committees. Be-
cause Bush’s nomination
will occur five weeks after
Kerry’s, he will have more
time to spend the private
money raised. 

When Kerry becomes the
official party nominee, his
campaign will be limited to
spending $75 million in
public money. And it will
have to make those funds
last until Election Day in
November. 

But Kerry most likely
will be helped by the Demo-
cratic National Committee.
Under a Supreme Court de-
cision last year, the DNC
has the right to run adver-
tising on his behalf, as long
as it isn’t coordinated with
his campaign. 

The DNC and RNC have
set up separate units within
their organizations for in-
dependent advertising cam-
paigns. The DNC had about
$60 million in cash at the
end of June; the RNC had
about $78 million. 

Kerry might use leftover
money to repay a $6.4 mil-
lion loan he took out on his
Boston home last Decem-
ber, when his campaign
was desperate for an infu-
sion of cash. 

Lisa Getter is a reporter for the Los
Angeles Times, a Tribune
Publishing newspaper.

Kerry closes gap
in campaign cash
President Bush has
$64 million, but
John Kerry earns
most for 4th month.

By WILLIAM E. GIBSON
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL

WASHINGTON — Three
U.S. House members from
Florida introduced a bill
Tuesday that would make it
easier for Congress to chal-
lenge the official certification
of presidential-election re-
sults.

The trio used bitterness
from the 2000 election and
the opening scene from Mi-
chael Moore’s controversial
movie Fahrenheit 9/11 to pro-
mote their legislation and to
call attention to concerns
about election practices in
Florida.

Moore issued a statement
applauding the three for
“showing great courage in
standing up for the African-
American voters who were
disenfranchised in 2000 . . .” 

One scene in the docu-
mentary — a polemic about
President Bush’s role in the
war on terror — presents foot-
age of the congressional proc-
ess in January 2001 when
electoral votes were certified.

The three Democratic
sponsors of the bill — Peter
Deutsch of Fort Lauderdale,
Alcee Hastings of Miramar
and Corrine Brown of Jack-

sonville — had challenged the
electoral certification by seek-
ing a congressional inquiry. 

Their challenge was based
in part on concerns that many
voters, especially blacks in
Florida, had been excluded
from the polls or that their
votes had not been counted.
The challenge faltered when
no member of the Senate
joined the objection.

Current law requires a
member from each chamber
of Congress to insist on an in-
quiry, before it goes forward.

Former Vice President Al
Gore, who had conceded the
presidential election, presid-
ed over the verification of the
Electoral College vote. 

Resigned to defeat, Gore
and Senate Democrats had
decided the nation needed to
unite.

The legislation introduced
Tuesday would allow a mem-
ber of either chamber to delay
certification.

“What we really want . . . is
honesty and transparency in
the electoral process,”
Deutsch said.

The legislation faces
daunting prospects in Con-
gress but highlights lasting
frustration with voting prac-
tices, including concerns
about new machines and at-
tempts to purge felons from
the rolls.

William E. Gibson is a reporter for the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel, a Tribune
Publishing newspaper.

Bill would facilitate
balloting challenges
Three Florida
Democrats
introduce the
elections measure. 

“We know it would be much
more devastating with the
amount of coastal development
today,” says Christa von Hille-
brandt, director of the Puerto Ri-
co Seismic Network.

In preparation for the inevita-
ble — at least 27 of the killer
waves have battered the seismi-
cally volatile Caribbean in the
past 500 years — von Hille-
brandt and her colleagues at the
University of Puerto Rico are de-
veloping an early-warning sys-
tem to detect tsunamis and ad-
vising the public of their dan-
gers.

“These are highly unlikely
events,” von Hillebrandt said.
“But the impact can be tremen-
dous — and the disaster can be
avoided.”

Since last year, the Puerto Ri-
co Tsunami Warning and Miti-
gation Program has been moni-
toring the region for earth-
quakes measuring magnitude
6.5 or more, and is developing
an emergency-advisory system
similar to the flood-warnings
broadcast on radio and televi-
sion.

But because tsunamis can
strike before a warning can be
spread, program leaders also are
undertaking an extensive pub-
lic-education campaign to pre-
pare islanders to react immedi-
ately.

Investigators are combining
computer models, topographical
maps and census information to
identify populations at risk — “a
wake-up call,” Professor Aurelio
Mercado of the University of
Puerto Rico said, hopefully.Th-
ey’re also giving presentations at
shopping malls, training local
emergency-management work-
ers, running evacuation drills in

public schools and distributing
warning signs to coastal com-
munities.

“We don’t want a repeat of
1918,” von Hillebrandt said. “We
want people to be aware of the
hazard areas.”

But that could be just the be-
ginning. With more funding, she
said, the program could staff a
24-hour warning center to ad-
vise not only Puerto Rico but its
island neighbors, Central and
South America and the eastern
United States of seismic events
— a Caribbean counterpart to
the Pacific Tsunami Warning
Center in Hawaii.

George Maul, a professor at
Florida Institute of Technology
and a member of the Intergov-
ernmental Oceanographic Com-
mission of UNESCO, has been
calling for such a center for
more than a decade.

“We may get fewer tsunamis
in the Atlantic than in the Pacif-
ic,” he said, “but the population
density in Western Europe, the
Caribbean and the eastern Unit-
ed States raises the specter of a
much greater loss of life.”

Found in all oceans of the
world, tsunamis may form local-
ly and strike quickly, as in the
1918 wave that was caused by
an earthquake in the underwa-
ter Mona Canyon 10 miles
northwest of Puerto Rico. Or
they may travel vast distances,
as in the 1755 teletsunami that
formed off Lisbon, Portugal, and
slammed into the Caribbean is-
lands of Antigua, Saba and St.
Martin hours later.

The massive swells may
speed across the open ocean at
more than 500 mph. At landfall,
they can strike with a force twice
as destructive as a category-5
hurricane.

Puerto Rico lies on a micro-
plate near the fault line between
the North Atlantic and Caribbe-
an plates, which grind past each
other at a couple of centimeters
a year. The region experiences
underwater earthquakes and
landslides and is home to at least
one active submarine volcano.

Ninety-one tsunamis have
been reported in the region
since 1498; scientists have veri-
fied 27 as true tsunamis and nine

more as very likely true. The im-
pact of a strike on a populated
area can be catastrophic: by
some estimates, as many as
1,800 people were killed by the
tsunami that struck the north-
east coast of the Dominican Re-
public, just across the Mona Pas-
sage from Puerto Rico, on Aug.
4, 1946.

In a single-story building on
the palm-lined campus of the
University of Puerto Rico at Ma-
yagüez, a bank of computer
monitors displays maps of the is-
land and graphs charting seis-
mic activity in real time. The
Earlybird system analyzes data
from seismic stations in Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands for
activity that could produce tsu-
namis.

A staff of 12, working on a
budget of $600,000 funded by
the island government and uni-
versity, keeps the center open 11
hours a day, six days a week. If a
potentially tsunami-causing
event is detected after-hours, the
Earlybird system alerts four staff
members automatically by cellu-
lar phone, pager and e-mail.

For another $350,000, von
Hillebrandt said, the program
could be staffed 24 hours a day.
Expanding to monitor and noti-
fy other nations in the region
would cost more.

Maul, who has written the
White House and Congress in
search of government support
for such a project, says the in-
vestment could save lives.

“The fear is that oftentimes
political decisions have been
made after the disaster has hap-
pened,” he says. “But we don’t
have to wait for the loss of life to
act.”

Matthew Hay Brown can be reached at
mhbrown@tribune.com or 787-729-9072.
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At work. Aurelio Mercado, principal investigator of the Puerto Rico Tsunami Warning and Mitigation Program, and Christa von Hillebrandt,
director of the Puerto Rico Seismic Network, go over charts at the University of Puerto Rico in Mayagüez as part of the early-warning program. 

Killer-wave danger rises with population
TSUNAMI FROM A1

RICARDO FIGUEROA/SPECIAL TO THE
ORLANDO SENTINEL

1 minute. A computer
simulation of the 1918 tsunami
that hit Puerto Rico shows 1
minute after the seismic activity.

9 minutes. A computer
simulation of the 1918 tsunami
that hit Puerto Rico shows 9
minutes after the seismic activity. 
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Options Talent Inc., eModels
Inc. and Trans Continental Tal-
ent. Some of those filing com-
plaints said they had been
promised modeling work in re-
turn for the money they spent
on an online listing service. 

But John MacGregor, the as-
sistant attorney general who
was the third lawyer to oversee
the investigation, wrote in a
memo recommending an end to
the inquiry: “ . . . the majority of
the complaints/affidavits did
not allege violation of law, but

poor customer service, bad
product, etc. Furthermore, the
company did not have record of
any contact with a substantial
number of consumers who filed
complaints/affidavits with our
office.” 

MacGregor said a random
sample of the company’s “audio
confirmation recordings . . .
bore out the company’s conten-
tion that they did not promise
any jobs or allege it was an
agency.”

Pearlman, promoter of the
Backstreet Boys, ’N Sync and
other less successful boy bands,

is a high-profile local business
figure. On Tuesday, Elizabeth
Neff, a spokeswoman for Trans
Continental Cos., an umbrella
company Pearlman founded,
said: “Mr. Pearlman is pleased
the investigation is over and has
no further comment.”

The executive director of the
New York State Consumer Pro-
tection Board, which has also
fielded numerous complaints,
issued a written statement con-
demning the company as “this
modeling hoax” that cost vic-
tims an average of $1,500 each.

However, a spokesman for

the board, Jon Sorensen, said
his agency did not have power
to prosecute and instead had
forwarded its findings to the
New York Attorney General’s
Office.

The Florida investigation
into the modeling company be-
gan in September 2002, under
the administration of then-At-
torney General Bob Butter-
worth and about one month be-
fore Pearlman and an associate
took control with the acquisi-
tion of 50.2 percent of the com-
pany’s stock. 

For much of 2003, Pearlman

said he was negotiating a settle-
ment with Crist, the new attor-
ney general. But late last year,
Pearlman rescinded the deal
that gave him control of the
company. After the recision,
Pearlman said: “They are not
investigating me at all.” 

More recently, Pearlman
and developer Robert Kling
have been embroiled in a run-
ning battle with Orlando Mayor
Buddy Dyer over details of a
$3 million incentive package
that former Mayor Glenda
Hood pushed through the city
council to help them rejuvenate

the faded Church Street Station
entertainment area in down-
town Orlando.

As part of the deal, Pearlman
said he moved more than 300
employees into offices on
Church Street in May. And late
last month, Dyer said he was
close to an agreement with
Pearlman and Kling to end the
standoff in which he has re-
fused to release any of the mon-
ey promised to the developers.

Barry Flynn can be reached at
bflynn@orlandosentinel.com or 407-420-
5240.

Recordings did not contain promises of jobs, investigators say
PEARLMAN FROM A1

HOW A TSUNAMI FORMS

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Commonly called a tidal wave, a tsunami — a combination of 
the Japanese words ‘tsu’ (a harbor) and ‘nami’ (a wave) — is a 
series of waves caused by seismic activity near or on the 
ocean floor.

One plate 
slides down... ...forcing other plate up

Earthquake

One plate 
slides down...

Tsunami heads
toward shore

...forcing other plate up

In water more than 20,000 feet deep, a 
tsunami travels up to 600 mph.

As a tsunami nears land, shallow water 
compresses its energy, increasing its force. It 
slows down, but its height can increase to more 
than 100 feet.

As it moves toward shore, a tsunami creates a strong 
undercurrent, which causes coastal waters to recede for up to 
25 minutes before the first wave hits land. 

On land, a tsunami acts like a flash flood; rushing waters carry immense force. 
The series of waves can last several hours.

Earthquake

An earthquake forces the ocean floor to shift, 
creating a tsunami. 

Coastal 
land

SOURCES: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; University of Hawaii, Department of Oceanography

1

1

2
2

3

3

4

4

5

5


